Hamlet

constitutionally fearless and, when issues are
clear, very prompt in action, might well shrink
from murdering his uncle in cold blood. Mr.
Robertson quite properly asks whether all the
professors who rebuke Hamlet for vacillation
in that he missed an early chance of killing
his uncle would themselves without hesitation
have stabbed a man in the back whilst he was
saying his prayers, however incestuous a
beast he may have been. Even looking at the
matter from their own point of view, treating
Hamlet as a real person, " not Shakespeare's
creation but God's," those who have argued
in so many volumes about Hamlet's weakness
of will (largely on the strength of his own
distraught self-questionings) show a deplorable
lack of imagination. And it is lack of imagina-
tion that accounts for the endless discussions
as to whether Hamlet was mad : that is to
say, whether certain of the actions imputed to
Shakespeare's Hamlet are inconceivable as the
actions of a sane man, such as ourselves.
Do they know what a highly-strung man is,
or what horror is ?

He shams lunacy with Polonius; he is
brutal to Ophelia. Reader, have you never,
when overwrought, said cruel and unjust
things to somebody you loved; have you
never, at moments of great suffering or mental
irritation, stopped on the tip of your tongue
words even brutaller and beastlier, which
have surged up in a hot wave against the
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